CITY OF BANGOR

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 6, 2009

Mayor Sutherby called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

Roll Call:
Present were Mayor Richard Sutherby, Council Members Rosemary Insidioso (came in late), Teresa Wiles, Rodney DeHaan and Greg Moench. Also in attendance was Michael Selden, City Manager.

Absent:  Jennifer Carpio and Phil Wiles.

Motion by Council Member T. Wiles, supported by Council Member DeHaan, to accept the Minutes of March 16, 2009 as presented. All voted yes, motion carried.

New Business

Career Connections is part of Van Buren County Mental Health. Career Connections helps clients find work in the community and supervise the work. They have asked that we consider using some of their clients to help work in the parks this summer. They would be paid at the rate of $10 per hour, which includes Career Connections to take care of any and all taxes and deductions. This would reduce the City part time summer help to one person from May through Sept. this year.

Motion by Council Member DeHaan, supported by Council Member T. Wiles, to accept the proposal from Career Connections as presented. All voted yes, motion carried.

We celebrated National Train Day last year and it was very successful. This year, the Michigan Association of Railroad Passengers is featuring Bangor for the celebration. 

Motion by Council Member Moench, supported by Council Member Insidioso, to approve the proclamation for May 9, 2009, National Train Day will be observed and celebration in the City of Bangor, MI.  All voted yes, motion carried.

There are several trees that are in need of coming down this spring. We had budgeted $3000 for tree removal and the bid from Bob’s Tree Service came in at $3700 for trees located at 104 Alexander, 520 Division, 524 Division, 528 Division, 1014 Third, 108 Bangor, 524 Morrison, and removing tree limbs at 320 Alexander. These are all in need of attention.  The Council agreed to keep to the $3000 budget allowance for tree removal. It will have to be decided which tree can wait until next spring. 

The Bangor Depot has requested an easement, which was agreed to in principal a few years ago, but was never made official. This easement would allow them access to cross the City parking lot from theirs, which is on the North side of the property. 

Motion by Council Member Insidioso, supported by Council Member T. Wiles, to approve the easement request by Bangor Depot, LLC for Lot 6, Assessor’s Plat of the Village, now the City of Bangor, Van Buren County, MI. All voted yes, motion carried. 

A request had been made for a lot split at 20 Maple St. as shown in the map attached; the split would create two lots, with Lot 1 being the lot the house currently sits on. The split however would create lots with 66 feet frontage, which is less than our required 70 feet to build on. It is also unclear in the documents supplied to the Planning Commission by the homeowner, if the homeowner owns the property or if it belongs to the bank. 

Motion by Council Member Insidioso, supported by Council Member DeHaan, to approve the recommendation of the Planning Commission and deny the lot split for 20 Maple Street as presented, due to non conforming size.

Yes                            No             Absent              Abstain

Sutherby                 None          Carpio                   None

Insidioso                                   P. Wiles

T. Wiles

DeHaan

Moench

Motion to deny request carried.

Under the Fair and Accurate Credit Transaction Act of 2003 (FACT Act), the Federal Government is making it mandatory that all entities that does utility type billing (which we do), to have an identity theft policy and procedures in place. The policy is required to be in place by May 1, 2009 and is designed to help protect ones identity.

Motion by Council Member T. Wiles, supported by Council Member Insidioso, to approve Resolution 09-02, Identity Theft Policy and Procedures as presented, in response to the FACT Act of 2003. All voted yes, motion carried.

Ken Ratzlaff gave an update on the Airport Authority Board and its accomplishments.

Motion by Council Member Moench, supported by Council Member DeHaan, to authorize the payment of bills in the amount $89,983.38. All voted yes, motion carried.

Mayor Exchange Day is Monday May 18, 2009 this year. Mayor Richard Sutherby has accepted the invitation to visit Whitehall for the day.

Mayor Sutherby is requesting brief updates from DDA, Bangor Housing, EDC and the Planning Commission periodically so the Council Members have current information. 

Three sites have been considered as a possible location for the new City Hall and Police Department. This discussion is being tabled until next time because we lack a full Council this evening.

Motion by Council Member Moench, supported by Council Member T. Wiles to adjourn. All voted yes, motion carried.

Adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

______________________________________  _________________________________

Richard Sutherby, Mayor                                  Linda Vaught, City Clerk

