CITY OF BANGOR

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JULY 7, 2008

Mayor Waite called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

Roll Call
Present were Mayor Clifford Waite, Council Members  Rosemary Insidioso, Greg Moench, Teresa Wiles and Phil Wiles. Also in attendance was Michael Selden, City Manager.

Absent:  Jennifer Carpio, and Richard Sutherby

Motion by Council Member Moench, supported by Council Member Insidioso, to accept the Minutes of June 16, 2008  after correction to “Attorney” in place of “Manager” as presented in the first motion. All voted yes, motion carried.

New Business

We were in line to receive some grant money a few years ago for the reconstruction of West Arlington St, from Alexander to just past the City Limits. The County would pay for that portion of the work, which is estimated at about $62,000. We have these grant funds again, which are for $231,478 of the Construction costs. The reasons we didn’t complete the project in the past was that the water line should also be replaced and that would be 100% out of pocket cost for the City. Engineering costs are also not included in the grant.

The total amount of construction and engineering for this project is estimated at about $750,000. The City’s portion would be that minus the $62,000 for the County portion and minus $231,000 from the grant. This would leave about $453,000 for the City to pay.

Another problem is that it has been recommended that if we do the project, to have the sewer line video taped to see if that would need replacing. The cost to video the sewer line is only $3500 and is recommended by the engineer that we video anyway so we know. However, based on other sewers from the same era when we have done other street projects, the sewer under Arlington would probably need to be replaced. If replacement were needed, that would increase the cost by about $240,000, making the City portion for the whole project about $700,000.

Discussion followed. Council members suggested more research is necessary to determine where the funds will come from, if more grant money is available etc and will be discussed at the next Council Meeting.

Security Camera’s for Lion’s Park. There has been recent vandalism and vagrancy.  These are not new problems, and it may be that cameras in the park may help this issue.

The Council discussed the ideas and suggestions, and agreed that the signage needs to put up in the park to alert people of Park Rules. These were approved last fall and need to be in place before security cameras are discussed.

The Cemetery Committee met on June 30, 2008 for the purpose of discussing issues that have recently come up involving burials.(see attached agenda)

Motion by Council Member Moench, supported by Council Member Insidioso, to accept the recommendation from the Cemetery Committee to only charge a $35 administration fee, when cremains are placed inside a casket, which is being charged for a full burial. All voted yes, motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Insidioso, supported by Council Member P. Wiles, to accept the recommendation from the Cemetery Committee to refund the second burial less the $35 administration fee, for this case only. All voted yes, motion carried. 

Motion by Council Member P. Wiles, supported by Council Member Moench, to accept the recommendation from the Cemetery Committee to limit cremation burials to those of as 2 feet by 2 feet space only. All voted yes, motion carried.

Four Day Work Week has been suggested to the City Council for consideration. Other states, government offices and cities have gone to 10 hour days, four days a week to conserve electricity, fuels, heating of buildings, etc. Council discussed this suggestion and no action was taken.

Old Business

At the last meeting, discussion was held regarding a letter from the Bian’s to the City, in which they had r4equested a refund on their water bill of just over $1400 from a leak, which occurred on their property last February. It was the request of the Council to asak for a letter from our Attorney stating the City’s legal obligation in this matter. The letter is attached.

Motion by Council Member P. Wiles, supported by Council Member Insidioso, to deny the request for a full refund to the Bian’s in the amount of $1,465.06. All voted yes, motion carried.

Motion by Council Member T. Wiles, supported by Council Member P. Wiles, to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $107,780.36. All voted yes, motion carried.

Congratulations and many thanks to this year’s July 4th Committee for a great 4th of July weekend. The activites and parade were great. Also, thank you to the Public Works Dept for all of the help given to the Committee and anyone who needed assistance.

Motion by Council Member T. Wiles, supported by Council Member Insidioso, to adjourn the meeting. All voted yes, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

_______________________________________   ______________________________

Cliff Waite                                                         Linda Vaught

